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GWSF, which represents 63 housing associations in Glasgow and the West of 

Scotland, welcomes the opportunity to submit comments on this petition. 

 

The petition calls for the majority of the funding attached to the Ministerial 

Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Group to be spent on building or 

refurbishing accommodation for homeless people. 

 

The petition is clearly well intended, but below we explain why we believe such a 

course of action is unnecessary. 

 

It is generally recognised that most homeless people want to their permanent 

rehousing to be in mainstream housing, rather than in any kind of specialist provision 

such as supported accommodation. Our assumption is that the petitioner has 

mainstream housing in mind when he refers to the use of the £40m funding, as he 

appears to be linking the expenditure to the provision of houses as part of a Housing 

First approach. This is noted in the SPICE briefing relating to the petition, which 

takes the reference to ‘core homeless’ to refer to those homeless people with 

complex needs who may be housed under a ‘Housing First’ approach. 

 

The petitioner seems to be assuming that Housing First could fail in Scotland due to 

a lack of properties being made available. GWSF believes, however, that such a 

shortage of accommodation is highly unlikely, and that the issue of how the support 

will be funded in the longer term is a much greater concern. 

 

Our reasoning for this is that there have so far been a number of pledges of 

accommodation in relation to the initial rollout of Housing First through Social Bite, 

which is funding support provision from its fundraising efforts. The Wheatley Group 

and the Edindex social landlords in Edinburgh have pledged in excess of 400 

properties, and GWSF has indicated that it sees no problem in further properties 

being provided by the 60+ other housing associations in Glasgow. 

 

On top of these specific pledges, in accordance with normal allocations practices 

nationwide we would expect a proportion of the current five year programme of 

35,000 new homes for social rent to be allocated to homeless people, including 

some under a Housing First approach for people with complex needs. 

 

The petitioner’s call is also impractical. New build developments are normally a 

number of years in the planning. The petition refers to the £40m being used next 

year, but development cannot be turned on and off like a tap, and for new build 

schemes to be funded next year they would have to have been planned and 

approved already. 



 

So whilst no-one would want to be complacent about housing supply for homeless 

people, we believe that the £50 million attached to the recommendations of 

HARSAG can better be used to fund transformational approaches such as reducing 

the length of time people spend in temporary accommodation and (in some parts of 

Scotland) reducing reliance on use of bed and breakfast as temporary 

accommodation. Some funding could very helpfully go towards schemes aimed at 

making speedy provision of furniture and white goods, the lack of which has been a 

real barrier for people moving into permanent, unfurnished housing. 

 

GWSF would be happy to provide further information to the Committee, both on the 

petition and any broader issues relating to homelessness. 

 

 

 


